The Impact of the Vikings
(SLA)

The Vikings Wereﬁ groupﬁ,bf people,from Scandinavi@‘; the area vhere
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden/ére now located/"They lived around the 9th~fo
11th centuries./The traditional image of the Vikings/is that they were warriors/
who attacked communities/killed péople/énd stole their wealt@;'Although /
some did/such things/modern researchhas shown/ﬁ\at they were much mor
than just violent robbers/rhey had a rich culture/éf their own/thich had a
wide influence/n Europe/

Not all Vikingsﬁvere warriors/f\/lany were actually/(armers and traders/They
were unusually good/ét building boats Some of which/étill exist today//and
they could saiyfong distancesﬁt great speed/‘l’he Vikings/became successful
explorerS/fraveling to North America/énd establishing villages there/l'hey
were also able to create/ﬁew trade routes/not only throughout Europe/énd the
Middle East, but also as far as India and China/‘l'he Vikings were the first
Europeans/(o travel to many/;f these places/

The Vikings/éettled down/{n many of the placeS/(hey traded With./Large
Viking communities/vere established in Ireland/Britain,/and France
Archaeological studies/éf the towns and viIIageWhere they liveq/ﬁave showr)/
their advanced skills/(n many aspects/éf Civilization/They were skilled
architectsﬁor example,/énd built many large houses/l'hey were also expert;/
at making cloth and weapons/Contrary to their violent image/they actually
shared their knowledge/vith the peopleﬁlready living in those areas/

The Vikings also/ﬁad a complicated religion/cmd mythology/We knOW/é lot
about this/from literature telling 6f their history/and the adventures,6f their
heroes/Their religion/:onsisted of many different god§/fo whom they
sacrificed animals /Although the Vikings eventually became Christian§,/some
parts/of their religior%:an still be found/in modern cultures fFor example the
nameS/for the days 6f the week Thursday and Fridayﬁn English and Swedisp/
come from the name%)f Viking gods/AIso, many scholars believe/t’hat
Christmas trees were originally trees/tﬁsed in Viking rituals/ﬁccording te many
modern scholars/we should change our imag%f the Vikings/fo a more
positive one/



