
The lmpact of the Vikings
(SL用 )

The Vikingt *.t# group of people from Scandinavia - the area where

Denmark, Nonruay, and Sweden are now located. They lived around the 9th to

11th centu ries.ytne traditional image of the Vikings is that they were warriors

who attacked 'communities, killed people,TSnd stole their wealth. Although

some did,,such things/modern rese arcnT$as shown/hat they were much mor/
than just violent robbers,they had a riitr culture/f their owr/uhich had a

wide'i nfl u enceTn Europ!.'

Not all VikingsTwere,warriorsT'fvtany were actuallyr,farmers and tradef.,.,4t'.r"V

were unusually good,,6t building boats,.6ome of which,,6till exist lodayr/and

they could saif ong distances7at great speed,,,fhe Viklngs/6ecame successful

explo rersr,,{ravel i n g to N orth America,6nd esta bl i sh i n g vi I lag es ther{hey
were alscj able lo crealefiew trade routesr.,het only throughout Europf nd the

Middle East,r6ut also as far as lndia and Chinar,fhe Vikings were the first

Europeansf'o travet to manydf these placesl

The Vikingsrdettled down/n many of the ptaceslhey traded witl/Large
Vi ki n g co m m u n itiesdrere establ i s hed i n I rel a n A/Arnarn,,'and F rance,/

Archaeological studiesrdt the towns and villageg/where they live{fiave showr/
their advanced skillsy'n many aspectsr,6f civilization,lhey were skilled

architectsfor example,TAnd built many large housesfhey were also expertgz

at making cloth and weapons/Contrary to their violent imag/they actually

shared their knowteOge/ilith the people,,6lready living in those areasi

The Vikings atso/ad a complicated religiony'nd mythology/WeWnowTfWt
about thifrom literature tellingy'f their history{nd the adventuresT6f tneir
heroes4Their religionfonsisted of many different godfo whom they

sacrifiledanirnal:;ム thOughthevikingseventua‖
y became Christian■、s9me
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