Lake Eyre
(SLA)

In the desert/of central Australia/there is/a special lake called Lake
Eyre./When large amounts/of rain/fall/in northern Australia, the water/
flows/through the rivers/and fills the lake. However, /this only happens

/Once every eight years./After the rain stops, the lake/gets smaller and
smaller./After a while /the lake/becomes completely dry,/With no water /
/all that is left/is a huge area/of salt/

When there is no water,few people visit,/and there are/hardly any
animals around./However,/once the rain falls again,the scenery
changes. Many different animals/come/to the area,/For example, fish
travel/along the rivers/and begin/to live/in the lake,/Birds fly/from all over
Australia/to lay/their eggs. Scientists found/more than 500,000 birds/in
the area/in 1990./In addition, $hrimp and insects/come/to lifeAvhen the
water returns.

However,/some people/are worried/that this special lake/may
disappear forever,/Companies now use water/from the river§/around the
lake./They use itfor farming/and other businesses /If they use/too much,/
there may not be/any water/left to make Lake Eyre./Now, groups are
trying/to protect/the lake./Some environmental groups/have bought land/
near the lake/so that other people cannot use the water,/and the
Australian government/has made/the Iake/a national park/i—lopefully/with
these efforts, Lake Eyre will continue/to exist/for yearsto come/



