The Bajau
(SLHA)

In the Pacific Ocean/around the Philippines,/Malaysia,And Indonesia,/
there is a group/of people/known as the Bajau./In the past, these people
did not live/on land. /] Instead, they spent their whole lives/on small boats/
in the ocean./These days,/many Bajau live in homes/built on wooden
poles/in the sea, but they still spend/a lot of their time/on boats. /They
only sometimes go on land/to buy things/that they need./

The ocean is very important/to the Bajau/ They dive deep/into the
water/to hunt for fish or collect seaweed fo eat.,/Sometimes/they catch
extra fish,vhich they trade/on land for rice,water,/and other household
goods./They also collect oysters 5o that they can get pearls, which they
then sell for high prices./

Recent research/on the Bajau language/éhOWS/that the Bajau may have
come/from the island 6f Borneo/in the 11th century./However, hobody is
sure/why the Bajau originally began/to live/on the ocean/instead of on
land. /According to/4n old story,/ princess/from Borneo/got lost/in the
ocean/during a storm./Her father,the king,told some people/living in his
land/that they must research for her/in the ocean. /He also said/that they
must not return/until they found her. Because the princess was never
found,/those people stayed,on the ocean forever. /

Although the Bajau have/a long history,6f living At sea,their way,of life/
has started/to change./One of the main reasons/for thisAs damage/to the
environment./The ocean has become dirtier,/and the number,/of fish/is
decreasing. /As a result,the Bajau cannot get enough food, 50 they have
to look/for other waysto get it./By protecting the environment,Ave can
also protect/the Bajau’s unique culture./



