The Bajau
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In thePacific Ocean around the Philippines, Malaysia, and
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did not live on land. Instead, they
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spent their whole lives on small boats in the ocean. These
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days, many Bajau live in homes built on wooden poles in the
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sea, but they still spend a lot
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only sometimes go on land to buy things that they need.
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The ocean is very important to the Bajau. They dive deep
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ir}to the water to hunt for fish or collect seaweed
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to eat.
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Sometimes they catch extra fish, which they trade on land for
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rice, water, and other household goods. They also collect
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oysters so that they can get pearls, which they then sell for
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high prices.
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Recent research on the Bajau language shows that the Bajau
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may have come from the island of Borneo in the 1ith
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century. However, nobody is sure thy Lh_e Bajau originally
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a storm. Her father the king, tol
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in his land that they must research for her in
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incess was never found, those people stayed on
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the ocean forever.
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for this is damage to the environment. The ocean has become
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dirtier, and the number of fish is decreasing. As a result, the
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Bajau cannot get enough food, so they have to look for ot
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ways to get it. By protecting the environment, we can also
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protect the Bajau’s unlqu culture.
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